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As I write, the sun is shining, 
weather is warm and I am 
looking forward to a short trip 
to visit family on the island of 
Ireland.  I am in high spirits. 

However, the News items in 
this month’s issue are not so 
cheery.  Although Blackhall 
library has a temporary 
building, it is still just that and 
not permanent.  Other 
reports are of burglary, car 
crash, gang war, assault and 
roadworks.  All this gives me 
concern that the poorly run 
city, and country, is having a 
very real effect on our local 
community. I would really like 
to see Westminster, Holyrood 
and the Council take a serious 
look at what is going on and 
focus more on getting the 
basics right.  Politicians spend 
too much time on grand plans 
like Tram extensions, 
pedestrianising George Street 
and Foreign Affairs; or on 
ideology by banning 
weedkiller and putting in cycle 
lanes - and not thinking about 
how to deliver better public 

services for our local 
communities. 

So, let us strive in our own 
way to improve our 
community.  Tell cyclists to 
get off the pavements and 
dog owners to pick up after 
them.  Let us follow the lead 
of the congregation of 
Blackhall Mosque who 
refused to let haters ruin their 
fun day (see news item on 
page 7).  Let us not rely on the 
Council or Government to 
solve all our problems but 
stand up for ourselves, 
support each other to 
become more self reliant, and 
take personal responsibility in 
making  our community 
stronger. 

Stronger community is what 
this magazine is built on and 
by supporting local 
organisations we make our 
community stronger. 

Vive le Revolution! 

Regards  

Christopher Cowdy 

 (Editor) 
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Here is a summary of some of the main articles reported by a range of media outlets online 
and that relate to our local area for Blackhall, Silverknowes, Craigleith, Ravelston & Orchard 
Brae 

North Edinburgh News 
announced the Blackhall 
Library has reopened in a new 
temporary facility next to 
Davidson’s Mains Primary 
School.   Having had to close 
the library in 2023 because of 
concerns about failing 
concrete (RAAC), the Council 
had put in place a temporary 
fix by way of  mobile van 
before this more robust 
interim measure. 

Another crash on Queensferry 
Road held up rush hour traffic.  
The incident, involving a car 
and a van, near Miller & 

Carter created a tailback to 
Blackhall Junction and 30 
minute delays. 

Indian families in Edinburgh 
are “living in fear” after the 
community was hit with a 
series of “targeted” burglaries 

this June. Rajnish Singh, who  
lives in Silverknowes, 
described the robbery at his 
home in June as “quite 
sophisticated” with the 

perpetrators obviously 
knowing when he would be at 
meetings and that there was 
jewellery in the house. 

Ravelston was name checked 
in The Sun with the heading 
“Dopey gang war footsoldier 
snared after dropping used 
tissue at Scots home of rival’s 
gran”. Apparently a Dubai 
based criminal sent someone 
to Edinburgh who then 
dropped a tissue with DNA 
that was used to track him 
down after CCTV footage 

proved unhelpful. 

Convener of the Council’s 
Transport Committee blocked 

a move by the Conservative 
group who wanted to reject a 
controversial plan to extend 
the Tram service that could 
include the Roseburn Path.   
Instead, Edinburgh Reporter 
suggests,  the other political 
parties agreed a Strategic 
Business Case report be 
brought to the next 
committee in September  
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News  

Planned roadworks in the area 

A particularly shocking headline on STV News caught my attention - “Community rallies 
together after suspected faith-based hate attacks” - The article went on to explain that 3 out 
of 5 “Faith-based hate” attacks in Edinburgh took place near Blackhall Mosque on Telford 
Road.  A planned fun day at the mosque looked to be in jeopardy after Friday’s attacks due to 
safety and security concerns but the community decided they would rally together.  

Craigcrook Road 
Queensferry Road closed to 
southbound traffic for 
installation of telecoms cabling 

3rd to 16th August 
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Guide Dogs is seeking volunteers to raise a 
puppy for a year 
Puppy walkers start puppies on their journey to 

fully-fledged guide dogs, caring for them until they 

are ready for training school.  Like all puppies, they 

start off as little bundles of fluff and mischief and 

you get to see them 

develop and grow.  

Volunteers teach basic 

obedience and 

socialise them while 

Guide Dogs covers all 

feeding and vet costs.  

The puppy will 

normally be placed at 7 weeks old and will leave for 

formal training at 12-14 months. It is still possible 

to become a puppy walker even if you have a pet 

dog. To find out more, call Emma Murton on 0345 

143 0203 or visit www.guidedogs.org.uk/

volunteering. 

Through the doors of 10,000 homes 

Basic rates to 5,000 homes are: 

Quarter Page = £70 
Half Page = £120 
Full Page = £200 

Call Christopher on 07979530447 

Email christopher@ehdirect.co.uk 

Visit www.ehdirect.co.uk 

The most effective 
way to promote your 
organisation in the 

area: 

Barnton magazine  & 

Blackhall magazine 
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Every month we publish a selection of things to do in the local area.  This is usually found as a 
result of an online search and we may not have had time to verify all details are correct but 
we try to set out a good spread of interesting activities and local organisations. So if you see 

Gallery of Modern Art 

Gwen John | Strange Beauties 

Daily from 1st August 

The first major retrospective in over forty years dedicated to one of Wales’ most 
accomplished artists. 

Blackhall St Columba’s church hall 

Badminton 

Thur 9.30am - 12noon, Wed 8.00pm - 10:30pm 

For further information contact: 

elspeth_martin10@yahoo.co.uk 

  

  

The Junior club is currently suspended 
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something of interest and want to join in, please do some of your own research and contact 
the organisation in plenty of time to make sure the event is still on and the details are 
accurate. 

Lauriston Castle 

1920s Style Family Scavenger Hunt [Special Family Event] 

Sunday 30th Aug, 14:00 

Lauriston Agroecology Farm 

Market Garden Volunteering 

Tue 4th Aug, 10:00 - noon 

Please try to arrive on time for explanation and set up of all the tasks at the beginning. 

Share a coffee and biscuit after, or you can bring your lunch to enjoy in the gardens. 

You don’t need any specific knowledge or 
skills. You do need energy and to be steady on 
your feet. The tasks are usually ‘big jobs’ 
where many hands make light work (eg. 
weeding, wheelbarrowing woodchip for 
paths, planting a big area with transplants). 

If you’re worried about your body’s stamina 
or mobility, you might prefer to start with the 
Community Garden drop-in sessions instead. 

More info: www.lauristonfarm.scot 

Lauriston castle and grounds were gifted to 
the nation by the last private owner, Mrs 
Margaret Reid, in 1926.  Scavenger Hunts 
were very popular in the 1920s so an apt 
event to celebrate 100yrs.  Follow the 
clues and meet some characters from 
the past whilst enjoying the beauty of 
the grounds. Is the Mineral Well hiding a 
secret? What clues can be found lurking 
in the Japanese Garden? 

Costumed performers from Edinburgh 
Living History will be around the site to 
point you in the right direction and you 

are invited to get a team together and come 
in 1920’s dress (optional!).  £15 per team of 
up to 5 people. 
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Craigleith Blackhall Community Council 

 

 

 

Community Councils are set up by statute and run by local residents to act on behalf of its 
area.  As the most local tier of elected representation it plays an important role in local 
democracy and the volunteers are always keen to hear from other residents about local 
issues and concerns.    

Meetings are usually at 7:30pm on the third Monday of the month, in Blackhall St 
Columba’s Church Small Hall, Queensferry Road. 

They are always open to the public and are attended by Inverleith and Murrayfield Ward 
Councillors and Police Scotland.  All local residents are welcome to attend.   

Next meeting: 17th August 

For more info:  

Visit: www.craigleithblackhall.org    Email: sec.cbcc@gmail.com 

 Community council 
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The Agenda for the June meeting was as 
follows: 

1. Welcome and introduction  

2. Apologies  

5. Meeting of 18 May 2026 - approval of minutes  

3. Police Report  

6. Community Council matters:-  

• Engagement Plan 

• Blackhall Playgroup 

• Community Funding Grants 

Report backs and Updates:-  

• TRO Consultation - Strachan Road area 

• Maidencraig Crescent  

• Flytipping  

• Service 13  

• Craigleith Tunnel  

6. Ward Councillors’ Reports  

7. Any Other Competent Business  

Date of next meeting - 17 August 2026  

to be held in Blackhall St Columba’s Church Small Hall at 7.30 pm 
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22 Property      On the market  

2 of the smallest 

  

  24 Carfrae Park 
5 beds, 2 baths - 2,476 Sq.ft. 

VMH Solicitors 
Offers Over £895,000 

• Open plan kitchen/dining/family room 
• Sitting room 
• Principal bedroom with dressing room 
• 4 further double bedrooms 
• Bathroom & shower room 
• Driveway, garage & utility room 

• Detached home over two levels 

• Mature landscaped gardens 

• Off-street parking & tandem garage 

• Council Tax Band H 

• EPC - D 

Rettie 
Offers Over £1,600,000 

Ravelston Dykes 
5 beds, 3 baths  - 2,860 Sq.ft. 

2 of the Largest 

  

  

Offers in the Region of  £190,000 

McEwan Fraser Legal 

2/11 Maidencraig Court 
1 bed, top (2nd floor) flat - 504 Sq.ft. 

14/1 Quality Street Lane 
1 bed, Ground floor flat 

Offers Over £199,000 
ELP Arbuthnott McClanachan 
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Righmove.com produce maps showing 
some house prices and I count 7 in our 
distribution area that sold for over £1Mil 
in the last year (darkest brown circles) 
along with 8 that sold for less than 
£200,000 (lightest yellow circles)  The 
remainder were all “mid level”. 

Some of the properties on the 
market at the time of sending to 
print (according to Right-
move.com) 

£1,756,000 - 9th Oct 2023 

£160,000 - 29th June 2024 

£70,000 - 15th May 2024 

£1,650,000 - 23rd Jan 2024 

Property   
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26 School info 

Holidays 

2026/27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 3 (46 days): April, May & June 

Term 1 (86 days): Aug, Sep, Oct, Nov & Dec 

Term 2 (56 days): Jan, Feb & Mar 

 

Total: 188 days of school 

 

 

Holidays 

 

Total: 83 days holiday 

2026/27 

Apr - 12 days May - 3 days June - 2 days 

July - 31 days Aug - 7 days Sep - 1 day 

Oct - 6 days Dec - 9 day Jan - 3 days 

Feb - 5 days Mar - 4 days  
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Flora Stevenson PS - 332 1604  
theFloraStevensonPrimary.com 
admin@florastevenson.edin.sch.uk 

St Mary’s RC PS - 556 7128 
St-marysrc-pri-edin.sch.uk 
admin@st-marysrc-pri.edin.sch.uk  
@stmarysedin  
Facebook 

St David’s RC PS - 332 3500  
Stdavidsrc.com 
admin@st-davids.edin.sch.uk 
@saintdavidsrcps 
Private Facebook group 

Davidsons Mains PS - 336 1184  
DmainsPrimary.com 
admin@davidsonsmains.edin.sch.uk 
@MainsDavidson  

Blackhall PS - 336 1023 
BlackhallPrimary.co.uk 
admin@blackhall.edin.sch.uk 
@BlackhallPS 

Clermiston PS - 336 3361 
Clermiston.edin.sch.uk 
admin@clermiston.edin.sch.uk  

 

Royal HS - 336 2261 
Royalhigh.wordpress.com 
admin@royalhigh.edin.sch.uk 
@Royal_High_Sch 

St Augustine’s RC HS - 334 6801 
Staugustinesrchs.uk 
admin@st-augustines.edin.sch.uk 
@staugustineshs 

Distribution of the Barnton magazine covers 5 Primary school and 4 High School catchments 
and I thought you might be interested in a brief overview.  I have given contact details for each 
one including Phone number and addresses for websites, email, Twitter plus where they have 
a Facebook Page.  There is a whole range of info available on their online Pages but let me 
know if you think any else specific should be mentioned here. 

Primary schools 

Secondary schools 

St Thomas of Aquin’s RC HS - 229 8734 
St-Thomas-of-aquins.org.uk 
admin@st-thomasaquins.edin.sch.uk 
@thomasofaquins 

Broughton HS - 332 7805 
Broughton.edin.sch.uk 
admin@broughton.edin.sch.uk 
@BroHighOfficial  
Facebook 

Cramond  PS - 312 6450  
admin@cramond.edin.sch.uk  
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Mostly the Puzzle page hosts Brainteasers but I like to change things 
around from time to time.  The last couple of months have been on 
local bus stops and this month I decided to see if Artificial Intelligence 
could come up with anything interesting.  Here is what it suggested: 

I thought AI a poor puzzle setter but I will post the answers in the October issue and you 
can let me know if you agree. 

Last month’s answers: 
A: Telford Drive 
B: Hillpark Way 
C: Corbiehill Road 

 

  

 

 

A 

The Local Trail 
Can you identify the place? 

I have seen trams come and go. 
Once I echoed with the sound of trains. 
Today walkers, cyclists and runners pass through me every day. 
I help connect Blackhall with Davidsons Mains, Silverknowes and beyond. 

B 

C 

Unscramble these local place names. 

1. HALLKCBLA 

2. SEOWSKNILREV 

3. TONLEHSRAV 

4. NASDMIDVO AHI'S 

Who Am I? 

I was once home to a famous Scottish family. 
Today visitors enjoy my grounds, tower and Japanese Garden. 
I'm just a short walk from Silverknowes.  
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34 Useful numbers  

 

UTILITIES  

Electricity 0800 092 9290 

Gas leak 0800 111 999 

Scottish Water 0800 0778 778 

TRAVEL  

Lothian Buses 555 6363 

Traveline 0871 200 2233 

Airport 0844 448 8833 

COUNCIL  

Cleansing & Uplifts 608 1100 

Stair lighting 529 5757 

Trading Standards 529 3030 

Pest Control 529 3030 

Blackhall Library 529 5595 

SCHOOLS  

Clermiston Primary 336 3361 

Cramond Primary 312 6450 

Royal High School 336 2261 

Stew Mel 311 1000 

St Andrew’s Fox Covert 339 2383 

St Augustine’s 334 6801 

Mary Erskine 347 5700 

HEALTH  

Western General 537 1000 

Minor injuries 537 1330 

Royal Infirmary 536 1000 

Sick Kids 536 0000 

Childline 0800 1111 

Parentline 08000 28 22 33  

Cramond Surgery 336 5432 

Parkgrove Surgery 312 6600 

Barnton Pharmacy 339 3449 

Omnicare chemist 336 2861 

NHS 24 111 

Useful Numbers 
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