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As we take on the challenge 
of another new year, we can 
reflect on the highs and lows 
of 2025 - a year that passed 
quickly but was full of local 
achievement and 
development. We saw 
success for Duddingston Golf 
Club, the ever popular 
Duddingston Fry get listed for 
sale, a scary fire in Holyrood 
park, and everything in 
between. I think it is safe to 
say that it has been an action-
packed 12 months in 
Duddingston and its 
surrounding areas. 

I hope everyone had a 
wonderful festive period and 
celebrated the New Year well, 
whether here in east 
Edinburgh, or wherever you 
may have been around the 
world. With the new year 
comes a time for self-
improvement in the form of 
resolutions, and no matter 
what it is, it’s a great 
opportunity to start the year 

on the right foot and kick 
2026 off with a bang. 

Notable dates in January 
include burns night on the 
25th, and the beginning of the 
Chinese New Year on the 
23rd, which begins the year of 
the dragon!  

If you decide on a resolution, I 
wish you all the best of 
sticking to it, as I know it can 
be difficult (for me at least), 
but nevertheless I am sure 
you can all make 2026 a 
wonderful year and create 
many more amazing 
memories in this amazing part 
of the city. 

Ben Cowdy 

Editor 

Jan 2026 
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Duddingston Golf Club 

announced its trophy winners, 

with James Walker claiming 

the senior golfers' 7-hole/3-

club competition on a 

countback after tying with 

John Davie at 15 stableford 

points. Separately, Maureen 

Allan was named the senior 

section’s "Player of the Year" 

for becoming the first female 

to represent the section in a 

match against another club, 

say The Edinburgh Reporter.  

A curious collection of bones 

was found on Crow Hill near 

Arthur’s Seat.  They were 

from several species, 

including cattle, horse, and 

possibly cat. Specialists plan 

to radiocarbon date the post-

medieval remains to 

determine their age and 

origin, report New York Post.  

Edinburgh Evening News 

report that Edinburgh City 

Council's transport committee 

has approved the restart of 

plans for long-delayed 

Controlled Parking Zones 

(CPZs) in five areas including 

Willowbrae North and 

Lochend. The plabs, which 

require residents to pay for 

parking permits, were 

previously put on hold after 

public opposition.  

The neighbourhood covering 

Bingham, Magdalene, The 

Christians, and Niddrie has 

been awarded £20Mil in UK 

Gov funding over the next 

decade. The "Pride in Place" 

programme, which is aimed at 

improving local areas and 

required five Capital 

neighbourhoods to bid against 

each other for the cash, 

report Edinburgh News.  

The Portobello U14 youth 

rugby team, fundraising for a 

2026 international trip to Italy 

by selling Christmas trees, 

were devastated after thieves 

stole 8 of their trees according 

to Edinburgh Live 

Here is a summary of some of the main articles reported by a range of media outlets and 
posted on our Facebook Page that relate to our local area including Duddingston, Brunstane, 
Portobello & Willowbrae. 
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Edinburgh News ran a story abut plans have been 

submitted to the City of Edinburgh Council by the 

community group Action Porty to transform the 

vacant former Portobello Police Station (originally 

the Portobello Town House, built in 1878) into a 

new community hub. This happened after Action 

Porty acquired almost 

£500,000 from the 

Scottish Land fund for 

the project. 

The Scottish band , known for their dynamic fusion of English and Gaelic songs with tra-
ditional instruments, has been announced as the headliner for the Saturday evening 
stage at the Porty Festival on May 2, 2026, performing at Portobello Town Hall. The 
second annual festival's full program is expected to include various community events 
like markets, runs, and a dog show, say The Edinburgh Reporter.  
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The district of the Northfield and Willowbrae 
Community Council stretches from almost 
the beach at Portobello to the walls of the 
Palace of Holyroodhouse.  The ancient village 
of Duddingston mark one corner;  Jock's 
Lodge, the A-listed houses at Piershill rebuilt 
from 18th century barracks, and the Figgate 
Burn Park all lie within its perimeter. 

The area is home to about 13,000 people in 

the mid 20thC areas 
of Northfield, 
Mountcastle, 
Abercorn, Lady 
Nairne, the 
Hamiltons, much of 
the Durhams and 
Southfield.  

Summary of meeting on 11th Nov - 12 in 
attendance. 

• Hamilton Terrace • Cavalry Park • Piershill 
Flat • Willowbrae Church Sale • Environment 
Fair (300+ attendees raising £155)• Morrisons 
car wash • Community Centre management - 
trial Conversation Café • Marionville Fire 
Station. 

Police - Fireworks Night much improved;- E-
bikes noise; car parking/traffic issues around 
St John’s PS; possible drug dealing; ASB in 
Meadowfield/Lady Nairne. 

Planning - Student flats on Northfield Fry site 

approved, including 
health facilities. - Work 
on Jock’s Lodge student flats to start. 
Subgroup to monitor traffic 

Subgroup reports - Social Media group, 
Documents Storage group. 

Public Forum - Transient Visitor Levy (Tourist 
Tax) £100,000 over three years for each ward, 
Meadowbank Sounding Board - . . 800+ 
houses, mostly for rent. 

Date of next meeting: 13th Jan 26 at 7pm at 
Northfield Community Centre.  

 community council 

Northfield & Willowbrae Community Council recently received ‘Greenlight’ funding from 
Edinburgh Communities Climate Action Network to host a climate resilience workshop to hear 
key community voices. The workshop on Monday 24/11/25 aims to explore climate actions 
that can be taken in our area towards a climate resilient future.  Further work on Community 
Resilience will be rolled out to the wider public thereafter.  Look out for more information on 
our website soon (www.northfieldandwillowbrae.org.uk).  If you are a local group interested 
in helping to explore climate actions in our area, please email our Engagement Officer at 
engagement@northfieldandwillowbrae.org.uk for more information about the event. 

http://www.northfieldandwillowbrae.org.uk
mailto:engagement@northfieldandwillowbrae.org.uk
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GRAHAM SWINTON 
TILING 

SPECIALISING IN: 

• Ceramic, Porcelain or Natural Stone 

• Walls & Floors 

• Kitchen, Bathroom & Conservatory 

 

A professional service with excellent 
workmanship and attention to detail no 

matter how big or small the job is. 

For a FREE quote or advice call: 

Graham  
07507485228 or 0131 669 2232 

 

42 Coillesdene Crescent, Joppa 
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We scour the internet for interesting things that you could do or see locally and list them here. 

Portobello Town Hall 

Fundraising Ceilidh 

Saturday 24th January, 19:30 – 23:00 

Fancy a bit of a boogie to kick off the new year for a good cause? Get along to Portobello 
Town Hall for a fantastic night of dancing to Bella McNab’s Ceilidh Band. Together you can 
laugh, dance and raise funds to support our local hall.  

Portobello Health Hub 

Let’s go Deeper Breathwork & Meditation 

Friday 9 January, 18:00 – 20:00 

A special 2 hour Let Go Breathwork Session. If  you've been craving more space to 
breathe, more time to explore , more connection to yourself - this event is for 
you. Move beyond the usual rhythm of class and into a deeper, more immersive 
breathwork journey - using conscious connected breathing, gentle movement, and 
guided meditation.  
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If you know of a local community event to promote, drop us a line. 

St Margaret’s House 

Harris Tweed Coin Purse Making Workshop 

Sunday 18th January, 12:30 – 16:30 

Join this one-day workshop and make a gorgeous credit card/coin purse 
made from vintage Harris Tweed. Please note this is not a beginner’s 
sewing class – you must be able to confidently thread a sewing machine 
and have made several small projects. Choose from several beautiful 
colourways using vintage Harris Tweed upcycled from tweed jackets and 
coats. 

Portobello Bookshop welcomes Bryan 
Washington for an event to celebrate 
the publication of his latest 
novel, Palaver. This is a life-affirming 
novel of family, mending, and how 
we learn to love from the award-
winning author of story 
collection Lot and the 
novels Memorial and Family Meal. 

Portobello Bookshop 

Bryan Washington - Palaver 

Monday 26th January, 19:00 – 20:00 
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18 School Dates 

Holidays 

2025/26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 1 (86 days): Wed 13th Aug - 
Fri 19th Dec 2025 

Spring Term 2 (58 days): Mon 5th Jan - Thur 
2nd April 2026 

Summer Term 3 (46 days): Tue 21st April - 
Fri 26th June 2025 

Total: 190 

 

15th Sep 2025 (1 day) 

13th - 17th Oct (5 days) 

22nd Dec - 2nd Jan (10 days) 

16th - 20th Feb 2026 (5 days) 

3rd Apr - 20th Apr 2025 (12 days) 

4th & 5th May (2 days) 

18th May (1 day) 

29th June - 11th Aug (32 days) 

Total: 68 days 

2025/26 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 
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Brunstane PS - 669 4498 
Brunstaneps.com 
admin@brunstane.edin.sch.uk  
@BrunstanePS 
Facebook 
 
The Royal High PS - 669 3200 
Royalhigh-pri.org 
admin@royalhigh-pri.edin.sch.uk 
rhpsparents@gmail.com 

St John’s RC PS - 669 1363 
Stjohnsportobello.com 
admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk  
@Porty_StJs  
Facebook 

St Ninians RC PS - 661 3431 
st-ninians.edin.sch.uk 
admin@st-ninians.edin.sch.uk 
@StNiniansRCPS  
Facebook 

Parsons Green PS - 661 4459 
Parsonsgreenprimaryschool.co.uk 
admin@parsonsgreen.edin.sch.uk 
 
 
Duddingston PS - 669 5092 
duddingstonprimaryschool.wordpress.com 
admin@duddingston.edin.sch.uk 
Twitter:  @DuddingstonPS 

Portobello HS - 669 2324 
Portobellohighschool.org.uk 
admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk 
@portobellohigh 
Private Facebook group 

Holy Rood RC HS - 661 5871 
Holyroodhighschool.co.uk 
@holyroodRCHigh  

Distribution of Duddingston magazine covers 6 Primary school and 2 High School catchments.  
I have given contact details for each including Phone number and websites, email, Twitter plus 
where they have a Facebook Page.  There is a whole range of info available on their online 
Pages but let me know if you think any else specific should be mentioned here. 

Non-Denom Primaries 
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Plan to reopen South-Sub  
on track, with stops in Duddingston and 
Portobello. 

Much earlier this year, a solution to reopen 
the South Suburban Railway was put forward 
by a group of civil engineering students using 
tram-trains as part of a university project. 

Now, the idea looks like it could well come to 
fruition as a result of high levels of popularity 
from locals and figures of authority within the 
city. A group has now also been formed in 
support of the movement, which displays a 
high level of public support for the reopening 
of the line. 

The proposal includes a connection being 
situated at Murrayfield for the Edinburgh 
Tram Network in the West by using converted 
trams that have wheels that can operate on 
both railway tracks and tram lines.  

The plan would also include a stop in local 
areas such as a new station in portobello and 
the reopening of Duddingston and Craigmillar 
Station, which had previously closed in 1962. 
This would allow a connection for those 
nearby to travel from stops including Gorgie, 
Craiglockhart and Morningside. 

The main positives of this idea are that it 
would provide a sustainable transport system, 
whilst also removing congestion from buses. 

Caitlin Cummings, one of the students at the 
heart of mapping out the proposal so far, has 
graduated from Heriot-Watt since she first 
started on the project. Despite this, she is still 
very much supportive of the movement and 
would love to see something she was involved 
with have a positive effect on people: 

“I feel very grateful, and I am proud to have 
been a part of what has happened so far 
because we had absolutely no idea how big 
this project would get and how far it would 
go. 

 Editorial focus  

MEng Civil Engineering students Corey Boyle, Caitlin Cummings, 
Chang Xun Tan, Natalia Greenan, and Yuen Fong Hoo.  
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“As a lot of the projects we completed at 
university were theoretical, this being pulled 
so far, the possibility of it being put into place 
and putting it in front of the council and MSPs 
is amazing to see.” 

The students’ brief for their initial university 
project was to come up with an idea that 
would have an impact on communities, and 
Caitlin believes that the proposal really could 
have a positive effect in real life due to the 
proposed low cost for users: 

“Bringing in tram stations and train stations 
provides access for low-income and deprived 
areas to be able to access important services 
and to have more direct routes to jobs and 
education.” 

Before the plan can progress any further, a 

fully funded feasibility study is required, but a 

campaign group is available for anyone to join 

to ensure that the issue is kept in people’s 

minds. 

By Shaun McGeachan -  
2nd year student of Journalism 
at Napier University 
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2 of the smallest 

Duddingston Park 

Offers over: £1,050,000 
Ativa 

• 5 bedroom detached house 
• 3 bathrooms 
• Double garage & driveway 
• 3,280 sq.ft 

On the local market  

Northfield Square 
1 bedroom, 1 bathroom, 2nd floor flat 

Offers Over £180,000 
Clancy’s 

Offers over: £130,000 
Gilson Gray 

Christian Crescent 
1 bedroom, 1 bathroom, 1st floor flat 

Offers over: £700,000 
Purple Bricks 

• 4 bedroom detached house 

• 1 bathroom 

• Fully enclosed garden 

• 1,848 sq.ft 

Meadowfield Terrace 
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£750,000 Nov 2024 

£123,000 Feb 2025 

Rightmove.com produce maps of house prices and I count 1 in our area for over £1Mil in the 
last year (darkest brown circles) and 28 for less than £200k (lightest yellow circles)  The 
remainder were all “mid level”. 

Some of the properties on the 
market at the time of sending to 
print (according to Right-
move.com) 
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 9 L. of a C. 

Last month’s answers: 
 

Q1: 5 Fingers on a Hand 
Q2: 12 Numbers on a Clock 
Q3: A Stitch in Time Saves 9 

 

 

 7 W. of the W. 

 12 S. of the Z. 

Each question contains a number and some initials for a common phrase, or an item 
that has something to do with that number,.  The number is your best clue - think 
about things that start with those initials that involve that number! 

EXAMPLE: 16 O. in a P. 
Answer: 16 Ounces in a Pound 

And remember...this game does not measure your intelligence, your fluency with 
words, and certainly not your mathematical ability. It will, however, give you some 
idea of your mental flexibility and creativity. 
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SCHOOLS  

Towerbank Primary 669 1551 

Craigentinny Primary 661 2749 

Brunstane Primary 669 4498 

Newcraighall Primary 669 3598 

St Ninians RC Primary 661 3431 

St Johns RC Primary 669 1363 

Portobello High 669 2324 

Holy Rood RC High 661 5871 

HEALTH  

Royal Infirmary & Sick Kids 536 1000 

Childline 0800 1111 

Children First 08000 28 22 33  

Portobello Surgery 669 8406 

Milton Surgery 549 7300 

Well Edinburgh, Craigentinny 661 2523 

Lindsay & Gilmour, High St 669 4331 

Wooton Pharmacy, High St 669 3100 

Boots, Porty High St 669 1883 

UTILITIES  

Electricity 0345 270 0700 

Gas leak 0345 058 0002 

Scottish Water 0800 0778 778 

 

TRAVEL  

Lothian Buses 0131 555 6363 

Traveline 0871 200 2233 

Airport 0131 357 6337 

 

COUNCIL  

Customer Service 0131 200 2000 

Pest Control 666 2623 

Blackhall Library 529 5595 

 Useful INFORMATION  




