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December has begun and 
with it comes a period of 
festivity which, for some, 
started as early as mid-
November.   However it is 
safe to say I’ve been getting 
into the Christmas spirit with 
all the décor you can see 
around this time of year. 
Part of the festivities I enjoy 
are the Christmas markets 
and our regular “Things to do” 
Feature on Pages 8 & 9 is jam-
packed with activities for the 
whole family. Portobello 
Town Hall is hosting the 
Christmas edition of the 
Maker’s Market on Sunday 
7th December which is a great  
way to do your Christmas 
shopping whilst also 
supporting local creators.  

If you want to venture into 
the city, take a look at our 
Front Cover for the St John’s 
Church market on Princes 
Street and this year’s panto is 
Beauty and the Beast, which 
is a great day out for all ages, 
and runs throughout 
December from the 5th-28th 
at the Festival Theatre. 

As the year comes to an end, I 
think it best to reflect on what 
has been another successful 
year for Porty. With the 
opening of new businesses, 
improvements to the area 
and lots of success for local 
residents, lets try and keep 
improving Portobello for all, 
and have another amazing 
year come 2026. 

I hope you have a lovely 
Christmas, Hanukkah, or 
anything else you may be 
celebrating this December. 

 

Charlie Cowdy 
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Edinburgh Live & Daily 
Record both had articles on 
the Craigentinny Marbles - a 
177yr old Mausoleum for 
William Henry Miller, a 
landowner and Member of 
Parliament , who moved to 
the area after losing his seat 
in 1841.  

Another article in Edinburgh 
Live covered the closure of 
Balerno and Portobello 
police stations with the 
Scottish Conservatives 
suggesting the blames lies 
with SNP’s cuts to police 
budgets. 

Edinburgh Live also reported 
the arrival of 12 Lidl stores in 
Edinburgh including one in 
Portobello, although further 
research suggests this might 
be at Seaforth Retail Park 
along Seafield Road. 

Portobello water polo club’s 
Joe Mathieson has been 
selected for the GB under-20 
men’s squad preparing for 
European Championships in 
Portugal next August 
according to Edinburgh 
Reporter 

Plans have been approved to 
demolish an Edinburgh 
water tower and build a new 
block of six flats on Pittville 
Street Lane in Portobello so I 
read in Edinburgh News 

STV News ran a story on 
residents rallying to save the 
George Bingo Hall over 
concerns for its future after 
the City Council decided 
against serving a defective 
building notice on its 
owners.  

Meanwhile Edinburgh News 
ran a story about residents 
rallying against a proposed 
Controlled Parking Zone 
from Kings Road to Joppa.  
This following an angry 
Public meeting in the Town 
Hall in May when Labour’s 
Transport Convener 
struggled to control the 
event. 

Here is a summary of some of the main articles reported by a range of media outlets and posted on our 
Facebook Page that relate to our local area of Portobello, Craigentinny, Joppa and Brunstane. 
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A Reporter from the Daily 
Record paid a visit to Portobello 
after it was named 2nd best 
coastal area in UK last year and 
described it as “two-mile long 
beach, a charming high street 
and great food and drink 
options, it's the perfect place 
for a day trip.” 

Lat month Police said a man had been charged in 
connection with road traffic offences after disruptions to 
trains and buses following a report of a skip lorry hitting a 
bridge between Brunstane and Newcraighall. 
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We scour the internet for interesting things that you could do or see locally and list them here. 

Portobello Town Hall 

Christmas Maker’s Market 

Sunday 7th December, 11:00-16:00 

With space for up to 40 makers, 
including: resident coffee trader Seb’s 
Urban Jungle, Mexican Street Food from 
El Dorado Taqueria, home baking, and 
embroidery portraits with Biz Sutton and 
a Christmas Choir performance from our 
local Brownie’s on offer it’s the perfect 
opportunity to shop small, support local 
and get into the festive cheer. With 
bookable festive workshops available 
(supporthtemakersuk.com), it’s the 
perfect day out!  

Brighton Park 

Portobello Christmas Market 

Sat 6th Dec, 9:30am-1:30pm 
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If you know of a local community event to promote, drop us a line. 

Thursday 4th December, 19:00-21:00 

Get into the festive spirit with a creative 
evening at The Tower, Portobello — a 
beautifully restored historic venue with a 
warm, inviting interior and stunning views 
across the Firth of Forth. It’s the perfect 
setting to slow down, unwind, and make 
something special this winter. Enjoy a glass 
of fizz on arrival, followed by tea or coffee 
(BYOB welcome) and a mince pie, all while 
getting creative in this unique coastal 
hideaway. 

 

Rising Tide Cafe 

Winter Solstice Feast 

Friday 19th December, 18:30-21:00 

The winter celebration will be filled with winter wines, foraged foods, and good 

vibes. Take your friends and family to enjoy exciting food, delicious drinks, and a 

cozy atmosphere. Catherine of Rising Tide Cafe will introduce you to their new line 

of winter wines, and Judith of Edinburgh Forage and Eat will tell you all about the 

wild foods we can forage in winter in Edinburgh and the beaches, woods, and hills 

around us. 

The Tower, 47 Figgate Lane 

Festive Paper Decoration Workshop  
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14 School Dates 

Holidays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Term 3 (45 days): Tue 22nd April - 
Thur 26th June 

Autumn Term 1 (86 days): Wed 13th Aug - 
Fri 19th Dec 

Spring Term 2 (58 days): Mon 5th Jan - Thur 
2nd April 

Total: 189 

 

7th Apr - 21st Apr (11 days) 

5th & 6th May (2 days) 

19th May (1 day) 

27th June - 12th Aug (33 days) 

15th Sep (1 day) 

13th - 17th Oct (5 days) 

22nd Dec - 2nd Jan (10 days) 

16th - 20th Feb (5 days) 

Total: 68 days 

2025/26 

2025/26 

Dec 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 
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Brunstane PS - 669 4498 
Brunstaneps.com 
admin@brunstane.edin.sch.uk  
@BrunstanePS 
Facebook 
 
The Royal High PS - 669 3200 
Royalhigh-pri.org 
admin@royalhigh-pri.edin.sch.uk 
rhpsparents@gmail.com 

St John’s RC PS - 669 1363 
Stjohnsportobello.com 
admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk  
@Porty_StJs  
Facebook 

St Ninians RC PS - 661 3431 
st-ninians.edin.sch.uk 
admin@st-ninians.edin.sch.uk 
@StNiniansRCPS  
Facebook 

Parsons Green PS - 661 4459 
Parsonsgreenprimaryschool.co.uk 
admin@parsonsgreen.edin.sch.uk 
 
 
Duddingston PS - 669 5092 
duddingstonprimaryschool.wordpress.com 
admin@duddingston.edin.sch.uk 
Twitter:  @DuddingstonPS 

Portobello HS - 669 2324 
Portobellohighschool.org.uk 
admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk 
@portobellohigh 
Private Facebook group 

Holy Rood RC HS - 661 5871 
Holyroodhighschool.co.uk 
@holyroodRCHigh  

Distribution of Portobello Direct covers 6 Primary school and 2 High School catchments and I 
thought you might be interested in a brief overview.  I have given contact details for each one 
including Phone number and addresses for websites, email, Twitter plus where they have a 
Facebook Page.  There is a whole range of info available on their online Pages but let me know 
if you think any else specific should be mentioned here. 

Non-Dom Primaries 
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18 property 

2 of the smallest 

  

  Duddingston Park • 5 bedroom detached house 

• 3 bathrooms 

• Separate 1 bed, self-contained flat 

• Double garage and driveway 

• 3,280 sq.ft 

Fixed Price £1,050,000 
Ativa 

Offers Over £745,000 
Thorntons 

Daiches Brae • 5 bedroom detached house 

• 4 bathrooms (+ separate WC) 

• Double garage 

• 2 private drives 

• 2,684 sq.ft 

On the local market  

  

  

Offers over: £175,000  
Watermans 

Kings Road 
1 bedroom, 630 sq.ft first floor flat  

Kings Road 
1 bedroom, 307 sq.ft ground floor studio  

Offers over: £150,000  
Coulters 
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Over 65% of the population of UK own their own home and this is one 
reason why we are generally interested and talk about them so often. 

I have tried to include a regular feature of homes on the market and 
this month, as well as 2 of the largest and 2 of the smallest, I have 
included a map (see below) showing the homes that have been sold in 
the last year although there is generally a 3 month time lag so the 
most recent transactions won’t be included.   

I have also included the 2 highest prices and the 2 lowest prices paid 
for homes in the area.  To spare potential blushes I have not included 
the addresses! 

June 2024 £1,050,000 

Aug 2024 - £80,000 

Sep 2024 - £940,000 

Dec 2024 - £97,500 
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Basic rates to 5,000 homes are: 

Quarter Page = £70 
Half Page = £120 
Full Page = £200 

Call Christopher on 07979530447 

Or email:  christopher@ehdirect.co.uk 

Or Visit our website for more info: 

www.ehdirect.co.uk 

To get your business 
message to 10,000 
homes, advertise in 

Duddingston & 
Portobello 

magazines. 



22 puzzles 

christopher@ehdirect.co.uk 

For years I presented puzzles from the MENSA but thought it was 
time for a bit of a change, so here is a selection of slightly different 
puzzles to tease your brain. 

Last month’s answers: 
Q1: Antelope, Juvenile, Repeated, Snowball, Estimate 
Q2: More Hours in 10 years (87,600) than Secs in a day (86,400) 
Q3: Too many cooks spoil the broth 

If it takes 5 elves 5 minutes to make 5 dolls, how long 
would it take 100 elves to make 100 dolls?  

 

Two mums and 2 daughters went out for Christmas dinner 
each ate one portion, yet only three portions were eaten in 
total. How is this possible? 

 

As a Christmas gift, parents buy 16 computer games for their 3 
children. The youngest gets 1/8 of the games, the middle child 
gets 1/4 of the games and the oldest gets 1/2 of the games. 
How many games does each child receive and how many do 
the parents keep? 
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SCHOOLS  

Towerbank Primary 669 1551 

Craigentinny Primary 661 2749 

Brunstane Primary 669 4498 

Newcraighall Primary 669 3598 

St Ninians RC Primary 661 3431 

St Johns RC Primary 669 1363 

Portobello High 669 2324 

Holyrood RC High 661 5871 

HEALTH  

Royal Infirmary (ERI) 536 1000 

Sick Kids 536 0000 

Childline 0800 1111 

Parentline 08000 28 22 33  

Portobello Surgery 669 8406 

Milton Surgery 549 7300 

Well Edinburgh, Craigentinny 661 2523 

Lindsay & Gilmour, High St 669 4331 

Wooton Pharmacy, High St 669 3100 

Boots, Porty High St 669 1883 

UTILITIES  

Electricity 0800 092 9290 

Gas leak 0800 111 999 

Scottish Water 0800 0778 778 

TRAVEL  

Lothian Buses 555 6363 

Traveline 0871 200 2233 

Airport 0844 448 8833 

COUNCIL  

Cleansing & Uplifts 608 1100 

Stair lighting 529 5757 

Trading Standards 529 3030 

Pest Control 529 3030 

Portobello library 529 5558 

 Useful INFORMATION  
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 portobello Library   

Services 

Visiting 
Portobello Library, you 
can: browse and borrow 
books- return your books- 
pick up free period 

products - use the photocopier- collect 
hearing aid batteries- use a public computer 
and print- use a study space- apply for a 
National Entitlement Card (bus pass). 

Facilities 

Disabled access - Public accessible toilets - 

Wheelchair accessible - Baby change facilities 

- Free Wi-Fi and computer access - Charging 

for personal devices and electric wheelchairs 

- Study areas - Seating area - Bookable 

community space 

Regular 
activities 
for 
children and young 
people 

Children’s Storytime - 
Tuesday 4pm,  

Lego Club, fortnightly + Children's Craft 
session, fortnightly - Friday  2pm,  

Chatterbooks reading group for children, 
fourth Saturday of the month - Saturday 2pm,  

Bookbug Rhymetime sessions - Live on 

Opening hours 

Mon - Wed: 10am to 8pm 

Thur - Sat: 10am to 5pm  

Dog friendly day Thursdays. 

Regular events and activities for adults 

Library Link fortnightly service for those 
unable to come to the library under their 
own steam. Please contact the library for 
more information - Monday @ 10.30am. 

Adult Writers Group - 4th Monday of the 
month @ 6.30pm. 

Home delivery service, fortnightly for 
customers unable to leave home. Contact 
library for more info - Wednesdays 

City of Edinburgh Councillor Surgery - 
Wednesday @ 7pm. 

Adult Book Group - 1st Monday of the 
month @ 6.30pm. 

Contact 
Telephone     0131 529 5558  
Email     portobello.library@edinburgh.gov.uk  
Facebook     Portobello Library Facebook page 
Twitter     @PortyLibrary  
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GRAHAM SWINTON 
TILING 

SPECIALISING IN: 

• Ceramic, Porcelain or Natural Stone 

• Walls & Floors 

• Kitchen, Bathroom & Conservatory 

 

A professional service with excellent 
workmanship and attention to detail no 

matter how big or small the job is. 

For a FREE quote or advice call: 

Graham  
07507485228 or 0131 669 2232 

 

42 Coillesdene Crescent, Joppa 




