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Election fever 

It is very possible many people 
will be fed up with hearing 
about the Scottish Election on 
7th May.  Not me! 

If you don’t know why not me 
then you’ve not been paying 
attention because I regularly 
post, throughout this magazine, 
that I am standing for the new 
constituency of Edinburgh 
Northern (of which only a small 
part lies within the magazine 
catchment). 

Around mid April I was 
surprised when an old friend I 
hadn’t seen for years was 
unaware of the Election and I 
wondered how.  Then I was 
reminded of campaigning 
training where a room of 150 
raised their hands when asked 
who thought they were 
ordinary people only to be 
disabused of the idea by the 
speaker.  Apparently “ordinary 
people do not give up Saturday 
mornings to attend campaign 
training sessions”.  It seems 
only a tiny portion of the 
population are interested in 
politics, never mind living and 
breathing it in a bubble as most 

candidates do and, in fact I 
have only had a few letters 
from readers about my political 
posts (not all of them entirely 
supportive!) so am sure there 
will be a collective sigh of relief 
that this will be the last 
mention because the Election 
will be past before many of you 
even get to read this.   

One last word on it then.  If you 
have not already cast your vote 
and looking for guidance - a 
Peach Vote for the Scottish 
Conservative party is a vote for 
commonsense, a thriving 
economy, better business & job 
prospects, with more money in 
your back pocket for a better 
standard of living. 

As for what comes next, Im not 
sure but here is a suggestion 
from Mr Google - ”Recovering 
from a fever requires rest, 
hydration, and managing 
symptoms with medication. 
Avoid over-bundling and 
contact a doctor if symptoms 
persist.” 

 

Regards 

Christopher Cowdy (Editor) 
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Here is a summary of some of the main articles reported by a range of media outlets online 
and that relate to our local area for Barnton, Davidsons Mains, Cramond, Cammo and 
Clermiston  I have also added some of my own pieces of interest. 

A cult film festival featuring a 
tribute to David Lynch returns 
to Edinburgh The 2026 SI-FAN 
Scottish Fantastic Film Festival 
will run from May 1-4, with 
venues including the 
Filmhouse, the Edinburgh 
Cinema and Video Society, 
and the Barnton Bunker. - 
Herald Scotland. 

A special 90th-anniversary 
Spitfire flypast over the Forth 
Bridges had to be rescheduled 
after low fuel forced the 
historic aircraft to abandon a 
planned route, leaving 
hundreds of spectators 
disappointed.  Enthusiasts 
originally gathered in 
Cramond but had to return 
days later to enjoy the sight. 

The Maltings Exhibition 
Centre in Cramond has 
opened its doors offering 
visitors a window into one of 
the most remarkable 
stretches of history in 
Scotland, stretching from 
8,500 BC to the present day 
according to North Edinburgh 
News.  The Maltings 

Exhibition Centre opens this 
weekend for its summer 
season, until the end of 
September. Admission is free, 
with a suggested donation of 
£3.50, and is open to visitors 
of all ages. Opening times are 
2–5pm each Saturday, 
Sunday, and on public 
holidays.  

A huge emergency response 
raced to a crash on a major 
road on Wednesday evening. 
Around 8.30pm on March 18, 
police and paramedics were 
on the scene at Cramond 
Brig.  Pictures of the 
aftermath show a vehicle 

smashed at the side of the 
road with what appears to be 
mangled traffic lights lying on 
top.  Edinburgh Live  

Andrew Pratt of Cramond 
Boat Club, known to most as 
Drew, has been recognised 
with an RYA Scotland Impact 
Award*, celebrating more 
than forty years of remarkable 
service, quiet leadership, and 
unwavering commitment to 
helping others discover the 
joy of sailing. - Reported in 
www.sail-world.com 
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With the Davidson’s Mains roundabout due to be 
closed for around 10 weeks for improvements from 
13th April, the 47 and 21 Buses have been diverted 
leaving Cramond residents without a city centre bus 
service reports Edinburgh Live.   A new, free free 
shuttle bus will however run 7 days a week, every 30 
minutes between Cammo and Cramond, to allow 
connections via X47 47 & 47B 



8 

christopher@ehdirect.co.uk 



  Ehdirect.co.uk      9 

christopher@ehdirect.co.uk 



10 things to do 

christopher@ehdirect.co.uk 

Every month we publish a selection of things to do in the local area.  This is usually found as a 
result of an online search and we may not have had time to verify all details are correct but we 
try to set out a good spread of interesting activities and local organisations. So if you see 

Corstorphine Hill Tower 

Open to public 

Sundays, May through September, 2-4pm 

Volunteer numbers are running low, which means 
this popular weekly event may not be able to 
continue.  If you would like to support and add to 
the pool of volunteers who kindly give a few hours 
as often as it suits them to help open the 
Corstorphine Hill Tower every Sunday from May 
then please email Friends Of Corstorphine Hill at: 

fochcontact@gmail.com 

Silverknowes Promenade 

Cramond Association Community litter pick 

Sunday 1st March, 10am 

A focus on the stretch of Marine Drive above the Boardwalk Café.  Meet at the roundabout 
above the Café, all equipment provided.  Please wear a Hi Viz if you have one.  Litter picks 
usually last for just an hour and offer a sense of satisfaction- everyone is welcome. 

For more information and to get in touch with the Cramond Association 
email: info@cramondassociation.org.uk   or visit: www.cramondassociation.org.uk  
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something of interest and want to join in, please do some of your own research and contact 
the organisation in plenty of time to make sure the event is still on and the details are 
accurate. 

Old Cramond Brig 

Edinburgh forage & eat 

Sun 10th May, 2-5:30pm 

Learn about, harvest, and taste the wild 
greens, flowers and fungi carpeting the 
riversides in spring.  Find our two local 
species of wild garlic, edible common 
hogweed and learn how to safely distinguish 
them from toxic versions. Find out about 
foraging laws, ethics and safety and how to 
feed your body and soul by harvesting 
mindfully. Encounter around thirty species 
of edible wild greens and fungi and bring 
scissors and a basket to bring home a bunch 
of few flowered leek and other green treats 
after tasting wild food and drink samples to 
inspire your own creations.   

 

 

Buy tickets and contact the organisers 
through Eventbrite 

West Pilton Park 

North Edinburgh Community Festival 

Sat 16th May, 12:00 - 17:30 

A free, family friendly festival with loads of activities, stalls, live music, workshops, food, 
parade, sports, skills and learning. 
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16 Property      On the market  

2 of the smallest 

  

  

• Modern detached house 

• 2 storeys 

• Extensive gardens 

• 10 car gated parking 

• Detached garage with studio flat above 

• Outdoor kitchen with pizza oven 

Savills 
Offers in excess £1,800,000 

Essex Road 
5 beds, 5 baths - 4,410 Sq.ft. 

Braehead Road 
10 Beds, 10 Baths, 5,570 Sq.ft. Knight Frank 

Offers in excess of £1,500,000 

• Detached house 

• Built 2020 

• Lift 

• 5 Receptions rooms 

• Gated parking 

• Detached Garden Lodge 

2 of the Largest 

  

  

Offers Over £175,000 

DMD Law 

44/8 Woodlands Court 
2 bed, 2nd floor flat - 733 sq.ft. 

4S Fair-A-Far 
1 bed, 4th Floor flat 

Offers Over £161,000 
Gibson Estate Agents 
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20 School info 

Holidays 

2026/27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Term 2 (59 days): Mon 5th Jan - Thur 
2nd April 2026 

Summer Term 3 (46 days): Tue 21st April - 
Fri 26th June 206 

Autumn Term 1 (84 days): Wed 13th Aug - 
Fri 17th Dec 2026 

 

Total: 189 

16th - 20th Feb 2026 (5 days) 

3rd Apr - 20th Apr 2025 (12 days) 

4th & 5th May (2 days) 

18th May (1 day) 

29th June - 11th Aug (32 days) 

14th September (1 day) 

12th - 19th Oct (5 days) 

21st Dec - 5th Jan (12 days) 

 

Total: 70 days 

2026/27 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 
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The Community Council meets on 3rd Thurs 
of the month (except July, Aug and Dec), 
at 7pm, Cramond Kirk Hall, 16 Cramond 
Glebe Rd, EH4 6NS 

If you wish to attend, please e-mail with name 
& address or a matter of relevance to the 
Community Council.  

Agenda from the March meeting 

Police Report  

Cramond Campus - update if any  

Barnton Connections - update if any  

New permanent local library –  
i) The temporary one in Davidson Main 
opens this spring.   
ii) To hear from Milly Leggett, Engagement 
& Participation Officer | Strategic Asset 
Planning | Place Directorate for overview of 
public engagement. 

Salvesen Steps - Temporary steps have been 
removed and that permanent will be 
installed 

Scottish Water Sewer Outfall project at 
Cramond foreshore - Cramond Car park - 
Issues with overnight parking and litter.  

Councillors input  

Matters of general interest/concern  

Pub 

 

Next meeting: Thur 21st April, 7pm 

For more information visit: 

www.cramond-barnton.org 

Community Council boundary 
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Last month’s answers: 
 

Q1: What has a bottom at the top? - Your legs  
Q2: What is faster, hot or cold? - Hot, because you can catch a cold 
Q3: What can you put in a bucket to make it weigh less? - A hole 

 

 

 

 
A 

B 

C 

Mostly the Puzzle page hosts Brainteasers but I like to change things around from 
time to time and have changed this month’s to a local theme.  Can you work out 
the exact location of these 3 bus tops within the magazine catchment? (check out 
our website for a map) 
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30 Useful numbers  

UTILITIES  

Electricity 0345 270 0700 

Gas leak 0345 058 0002 

Scottish Water 0800 0778 778 

 

 
TRAVEL  

Lothian Buses 0131 555 6363 

Traveline 0871 200 2233 

Airport 0131 357 6337 

 

COUNCIL  

Customer Service 0131 200 2000 

Pest Control 666 2623 

Blackhall Library 529 5595 

SCHOOLS  

Clermiston Primary 336 3361 

Cramond Primary 312 6450 

Royal High School 336 2261 

Erskine Stewarts Melville 311 1000 

St Andrew’s Fox Covert 339 2383 

St Augustine’s 334 6801 

HEALTH  

Western Gen Minor injuries 537 3481 

Royal Infirmary & Sick Kids 536 1000 

Childline 0800 1111 

Children First 08000 28 22 33  

Cramond Surgery 336 5432 

Parkgrove Medical Centre 312 6600 

Barnton Pharmacy 339 3449 

Omnicare chemist 336 2861 

NHS 24 111 

Useful Numbers 
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