
 

Barnton magazine 
Promoting local organisations and informing residents    Sep 2025 



2 Letter from the editor 

christopher@ehdirect.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor: 
Christopher Cowdy 

Publisher: 
EHDirect Ltd 

Advertising Prices: 
From £60 per month 

See website or ask for discounts and 
premium pages. 

www.ehdirect.co.uk 

Distribution: 
5,000 - 10,000 homes 

Email: 
christopher@ehdirect.co.uk 

Phone: 
Mob: 07979530447 

Post:  
49 Warrender Park Road, EH9 1EU 

Blackhall and Barnton magazines are 
published by EHDirect Ltd. 

The publishers cannot be held liable for 
any errors, omissions or misprints.  Nor 

can they accept responsibility for the 
accuracy of claims made by the 

advertisers or the opinions expressed in 
advertisements. 

Printing: 
Cowan Print, Kilsyth 

01236 821177  

Distribution: 
CBLeaflet Distribution 

0330 133 3966  

Website: 
www.ehdirect.co.uk 

designed by  www.hrdigitaldesign.com 

Sep  2025 

Barnton magazine 

 
EDITORIAL CONTENT 

8-9 NEWS 
 Local online finds 

12-13 ELECTION PROFILE 
 Scottish Election May 2026 

18-19 THINGS TO DO 
 Local activities 

24-25 PROPERTY 
 For sale & Sold 

28-29 SCHOOL INFO 
 Holiday & term dates 

34 PUZZLES 
 And last month’s answers 

38 USEFUL NUMBERS 
 Local service contacts 

Promoting the community 

At the time of writing, the good 
weather is still with us but that 
can change quickly.  So to make 
the most of it I jumped on my 
bike and circumnavigated the 
new Edinburgh Northern 
Constituency for next year’s 
Scottish Parliament.  It took me 
along paths I have never been  
and gave a very positive 
reflection of the area. Cycling 
by Water of Leith, over 
Corstorphine Hill, through 
Barnton Avenue, along 
Silverknowes Promenade and 
past Newhaven Harbour was a 
delight. 

There were some areas in need 
of TLC and an Unauthorised 
Encampment of travellers on 
Scottish Governement land at 
Granton inspired a letter to 
Scottish Ministers asking what 
they are doing to prevent.  I still 
await a response. 

I also reported a couple of 
overflowing bins to the Council 
but all in all a lovely way to 
spend a sunny day.  And big 
thanks to Derek from Blackhall 
Cycles - not an advertiser but 
now comes with my personal 

recommendation having fixed 
my puncture at short notice. 

What is the point of my telling 
you all this?   

Firstly - to encourage making 
the most of opportunities to 
get out and about because it is 
good for the soul and Barnton 
is surrounded by beauty. 

Secondly -  to promote 
reporting of issues to the 
Council via their website.  
Whether it is overflowing bins, 
potholes, dog foul, graffiti or 
badly parked cars.  Only if they 
know, can they do something 
about it. Same goes for 
reporting to the Police any anti-
social or criminal behaviour.  I 
raised this at  Drylaw 
Community Council recently 
and the Police agreed. 
Thirdly - to emphasise that local 
traders and businesses are the 
best and we should try to 
support them as much as 
possible. 

 

 

Christopher Cowdy (Editor) 
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The new Scottish Parliament Constituency of 

EDINBURGH NORTHERN 

28.3km 
1hr 48mins 
291m elevation 

As prospective Parliamentary 
Candidate for 2026,  I got on my 

bike and rode around the 
constituency 
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Basic rates to 5,000 homes are: 

Quarter Page = £70 
Half Page = £120 
Full Page = £200 

Call Christopher on 07979530447 

Or email:  christopher@ehdirect.co.uk 

Or Visit our website for more info: 

www.ehdirect.co.uk 

If your business or 
organisation want to get a 
message to 10,000 homes; 

Barnton magazine & 

Blackhall magazine 

are for you. 
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Here is a summary of some of the main articles reported by a range of media outlets online 
and that relate to our local area for Barnton, Davidsons Mains, Cramond, Cammo and 
Clermiston  I have also added some of my own pieces of interest. 

Guess what happened on a 
sunny day at Cramond Island? 

5 of Edinburgh’s best walks 
to escape the Fringe 
1) Arthur’s Seat/ 2) Hermitage 
of Braid/3) River Almond 
Walkway “there-and-back 
walk starts at Cramond Beach 
before joining the river path 
and turning at the Cramond 
Brig. Once you have returned , 
you can head out over to 

Cramond Island. / 4) Torduff 
Reservoir/ 5) Queens Drive - 

Daily Record 

5 Day aways  
1) Muiravonside Park, Falkirk/ 
2) Cammo Esatate Cammo 
Estate is perfect for dog 
walkers. There are 18th 
century ruins for history 
lovers and it's great for 

couples looking for a romantic 
walk.  The park takes roughly 
an hour to complete and 
contains an old stable and 
impressive tower. Visitors can 
grab a seat in the cafe which 
offers drinks and snacks. / 3) 
John Muir Country/ Park 4) 

Castlelaw Hill/ 5) Cramond 
Island. The site is extremely 
impressive, with spectacular 
views of the Forth Bridge. 
Defence structures were 
constructed during WWII to to 
deter German ships. 

Residents have complained 
about council “failures” at 
Cramond Brig, including bins 

not being emptied and the 
bridge being neglected. - 
Edinburgh News 

Bruntsfield Links Golf Club is 
facing the wrath of local residents 
over plans for a giant net locals 
say will block views of the Forth 
reports the Edinburgh Reporter 
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The driver of a bin lorry that killed school 
boy Thomas Wong on Whitehouse Road 
last year pleaded guilty to causing death 
by careless driving at Edinburgh Sheriff 
Court.  Sentencing is due later this month 
according to Edinburgh News 

Residents and guests at Queens Manor care home in Barnton enjoyed an afternoon of 
musical performances as part of the Edinburgh Fringe Cares Fest, now in its fourth year.  
The show included classical hits with some Jazz favorites and the event was opened by 
the Lord Provost. 
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 Election profile - Housing 

Edinburgh is expanding 
quicker than any other part of 
Scotland but the city council 
gets less funding from SNP 
Government than any other 
Local Authority.  Edinburgh 
receives a block grant of 
£1,878 per person, compared 
to the Scottish average of 
£2,350 and, if this mis-match 
continues, we will be ill-equipped to 
plan and prepare for our expansion. 

Edinburgh Northern is earmarked as a 
key part of the city’s future housing 
need and though Granton is central to 
the plan there are other strategic sites 
around the area including the Royal 
Victoria Hospital and Police Scotland’s 
Fettes office along with significant 
developments at Crewe Toll and 
Trinity. 

With more housing comes a need for 
infrastructure of schools, GP surgeries, 
shops and transport which all comes 
at a huge cost.   Even if the City 
Council has the vision and forward 
planning, Scottish Government must 
do more to help plan, build, and 
service expansion with proper 
infrastructure. 

 

Edinburgh needs better funding from Scottish 
Government. 

Christopher Cowdy 
is standing for 
Edinburgh Northern 
at the Scottish 
Elections  
in May 2026 
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“Build baby build” 
- Sir Tom Hunter 

 

City Plan Spatial strategy 

“Scottish government 
announced a Programme 
for Government with no 
plan to end the housing 
emergency”   
- Shelter Scotland 

Not building is not an option -  

The SNP called a national Housing Emergency in May 
2024 and 13 Councils followed suit, including 
Edinburgh.  A shortage of housing puts massive 
pressure across the board and the young find it 
particularly hard to get on the ladder with ever rising 
prices. 

The SNP Government struggle to meet their own 
building targets and resort to restrictions through 
Short Term Lets, 2nd Homes, and Empty Properties 
legislation. As a Chartered Surveyor with 15yrs in 
property development and investment, I know the 
only way to solve the crisis is to build more homes. 

Major new 
development areas 
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Every month we publish a selection of things to do in the local area.  This is usually found as a 
result of an online search and we may not have had time to verify all details are correct but we 
try to set out a good spread of interesting activities and local organisations. So if you see 

Cramond Promenade 

Edinburgh Parkrun 

Saturdays, 09:30am 

A free, fun, and friendly weekly 5k 
community event. Walk, jog, run, 
volunteer or spectate, and it's free! but 
register online before you first come along 
and don't forget to bring a scannable copy of your barcode. If you 
forget it, you won't get a time.  www.parkrun.org.uk 

Lauriston Castle 

Ghosts - Tales of Terror  

27th September, 3-4:30pm 

See the sights of the castle as never seen before – hear the history of the castle 
and ghostly tales of the city. Led by a professional tour guide, who knows what 
ghostly encounters you might experience. 

Blood chilling cases of murder, witch trials and persecutions that have plagued 
Edinburgh, told in the beautiful surroundings of Lauriston Castle – with some of 
the Castles’ own reported ghostly goings on too.  Places limited so book online to 
avoid disappointment  

www.edhorrorfest.co.uk/lauriston-terror-tour 
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something of interest and want to join in, please do some of your own research and contact 
the organisation in plenty of time to make sure the event is still on and the details are 
accurate. 

The farm have been looking for a way to do regular community meals at the Community 
Kitchen. This summer, they are trying it out with a pot of soup and a salad using their own 
veg, with some delicious Granton Garden Bakery bread, on the last Thursday of the 
summer months at 1pm. 

If you want to get more involved, you can help by coming along to the Tuesday drop-in 
session in the same week, when they will harvest the veg and do some meal prep. 

You can also bring something to share on the day if you feel like 
it (but absolutely not necessary). Everyone welcome, no need to 
book – just come along and eat.  

They will be at the hand built Kitchen in the Community Garden 
and Allotments. 

Lauriston Farm 

Community meal 

Thurs, 25th Sep, 1-2pm 

Barnton Park Lawn Tennis Club 

The annual Mens and Ladies Club Championships finals day 

Sunday 7th Sep,  from noon 

 



20 

christopher@ehdirect.co.uk 



  Ehdirect.co.uk      21 

christopher@ehdirect.co.uk 



22 

christopher@ehdirect.co.uk 



  Ehdirect.co.uk      23 

christopher@ehdirect.co.uk 



christopher@ehdirect.co.uk 

24 Property      On the market  

2 of the smallest 

  

  

Apt 11, No.9 Barnton Avenue West 
4 beds, 5 baths - 2,681 Sq.ft. 

Rettie 
Fixed Price £1,450,000 

• 1st floor apartment 
• Double garage with light & power 
• Private terrace 
• Secure gate and video entry 
• Shared gardens with mature trees & paths 

·  Detached Eco house 
·  Detached 1-bed garden lodge 
·  Double beds, all en-suite 
·  Private multi-car drive with remote gates 
·  Rear garden with lawn, patios, & planting 
·  Solar panels, Tripled-glazing, & Insulation 

Cullerton’s Edinburgh 
Offers Over £1,495,000 

Braehead Road 
10 beds, 9 baths - 5,615 Sq.ft. 

2 of the Largest 

  

  

Fixed Price £165,000 

DMD Solicitors & Estate Agent 

12a Main Street, Davidsons mains 
1 bed, 1st floor flat - 592 sq.ft. 

2/32 Barnton Avenue West 
1 bed, Grnd floor flat - 614 sq.ft. 

Offers Over £145,000 
Ralph Sayer 
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£1,500,000 - 17 Dec 2024 

£116,000 - 28 Oct 2024 

£142,000 - 4 Feb 2025 

Righmove.com produce maps showing 
some house prices and I count 7 in our 
distribution area that sold for over £1Mil 
in the last year (darkest brown circles) 
along with 8 that sold for less than 
£200,000 (lightest yellow circles)  The 
remainder were all “mid level”. 

Some of the properties on the 
market at the time of sending to 
print (according to Right-
move.com) 

£1,250,000 - 8 Aug 2024 

Property   
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28 School info 

Holidays 

2025/26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 1 (86 days): Wed 13th Aug - 
Fri 19th Dec 

Spring Term 2 (58 days): Mon 5th Jan - Thur 
2nd April 

Summer Term 3 (46 days): Tue 21st April - 
Fri 26th June 

Total: 190 

 

5th & 6th May (2 days) 

19th May (1 day) 

27th June - 12th Aug (33 days) 

15th Sep (1 day) 

13th - 17th Oct (5 days) 

22nd Dec - 2nd Jan (10 days) 

16th - 20th Feb (5 days) 

3rd Apr - 21st Apr (12 days) 

Total: 69 days 

2025/26 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 
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Flora Stevenson PS - 332 1604  
theFloraStevensonPrimary.com 
admin@florastevenson.edin.sch.uk 

St Mary’s RC PS - 556 7128 
St-marysrc-pri-edin.sch.uk 
admin@st-marysrc-pri.edin.sch.uk  
@stmarysedin  
Facebook 

St David’s RC PS - 332 3500  
Stdavidsrc.com 
admin@st-davids.edin.sch.uk 
@saintdavidsrcps 
Private Facebook group 

Davidsons Mains PS - 336 1184  
DmainsPrimary.com 
admin@davidsonsmains.edin.sch.uk 
@MainsDavidson  

Blackhall PS - 336 1023 
BlackhallPrimary.co.uk 
admin@blackhall.edin.sch.uk 
@BlackhallPS 

Clermiston PS - 336 3361 
Clermiston.edin.sch.uk 
admin@clermiston.edin.sch.uk  

 

Royal HS - 336 2261 
Royalhigh.wordpress.com 
admin@royalhigh.edin.sch.uk 
@Royal_High_Sch 

St Augustine’s RC HS - 334 6801 
Staugustinesrchs.uk 
admin@st-augustines.edin.sch.uk 
@staugustineshs 

Distribution of the Barnton magazine covers 5 Primary school and 4 High School catchments 
and I thought you might be interested in a brief overview.  I have given contact details for each 
one including Phone number and addresses for websites, email, Twitter plus where they have 
a Facebook Page.  There is a whole range of info available on their online Pages but let me 
know if you think any else specific should be mentioned here. 

Primary schools 

Secondary schools 

St Thomas of Aquin’s RC HS - 229 8734 
St-Thomas-of-aquins.org.uk 
admin@st-thomasaquins.edin.sch.uk 
@thomasofaquins 

Broughton HS - 332 7805 
Broughton.edin.sch.uk 
admin@broughton.edin.sch.uk 
@BroHighOfficial  
Facebook 

Royal High Primary PS - 669 3200  
admin@royalhigh-pri.edin.sch.uk  
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For years I presented puzzles from the MENSA but thought it was 
time for a bit of a change, so here is a selection of slightly different 
puzzles to tease your brain. 

Last month’s answers: 
 
Q1: What can you put in a bucket to make it weigh less? - A hole 
Q2: What kind of running also means walking? - Running out of gas 
Q3:  = Travel overseas (over c’s)  
 

There are four gates at the airport.  
Boarding starts 40 mins before departure. 

The plane leaves the gate 10 mins before the departure. 
A plane from Berlin will land at 10.50am. 

Which gate will be available for 20 mins at 10.55am to unload 
passengers?  

 

 Spot the pattern to solve the puzzle! 

Solve the puzzle to complete the wheel! 
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UTILITIES  

Electricity 0800 092 9290 

Gas leak 0800 111 999 

Scottish Water 0800 0778 778 

TRAVEL  

Lothian Buses 555 6363 

Traveline 0871 200 2233 

Airport 0844 448 8833 

COUNCIL  

Cleansing & Uplifts 608 1100 

Stair lighting 529 5757 

Trading Standards 529 3030 

Pest Control 529 3030 

Blcakhall Library 529 5595 

SCHOOLS  

Clermiston Primary 336 3361 

Cramond Primary 312 6450 

Royal High School 336 2261 

Stew Mel 311 1000 

St Andrew’s Fox Covert 339 2383 

St Augustine’s 334 6801 

Mary Erskine 347 5700 

HEALTH  

Western General 537 1000 

Minor injuries 537 1330 

Royal Infirmir 536 1000 

Sick Kids 536 0000 

Childline 0800 1111 

Parentline 08000 28 22 33  

Cramond Surgery 336 3449 

Parkgrove Surgery 312 6600 

Barnton Pharmacy 339 3449 

Omnicare chemist 336 2861 

NHS 24 111 

Useful Numbers 
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