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The big news in my life is a 
recent move into the 
Blackhall magazine 
catchment, to a house on 
Orchard Brae, and I am trying 
to make the most of it with 
walks around Corstorphine 
Hill and along Blackhall Path, 
coffee in the Blackhall Dip, 
and shopping at Craigleith. 

Not only that; You may have 
heard I am standing at the 
Scottish Elections next year 
and the Edinburgh office of 
the Scottish Conservatives is 
on Quality Street Lane so lots 
of visits there too. 

Just as attending a couple of 
Blackhall Community Council 
meetings in person gave me a 
better feel for their energy 
and enthusiasm, so does 
living here allow a better feel 
for the area, even in my short 
spell so far.  The news items 
on Pages 6 & 7 offer a 
different perspective for me 
now as I visited the Davidsons 
Mains War Memorial for a 
photo of the wreaths and 
walk along the Blackhall Path 

where the tram extension is 
proposed.  I am an elected 
Councillor and our 
Conservative Group is the 
only one to have resolutely 
voted against this proposal 
from the outset while all the 
others agreed to assess 
options.  By the time this 
issue is printed the public 
consultation will be over and I 
heard the response is one of 
the largest with around 7,000 
submissions reported a just 
days before closing.  It will 
take time to collate the data 
and report it in any kind of 
understandable form but I am 
sure we will be hearing plenty 
more about this in the New 
Year. 

For now, I hope you all pass a 
very merry Christmas and 
have a happy New Year. 

Yours 

Christopher Cowdy 

 (Editor) 
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Here is a summary of some of the main articles reported by a range of media outlets online 
and that relate to our local area for Blackhall, Silverknowes, Craigleith, Ravelston & Orchard 
Brae.  I have added  a bit of my own. 

Residents from Strachan 
House Care Home in 
Blackhall, took part in their 
first ever singing group at 
the Royal Botanic Garden 
Edinburgh. 

Detectives were called in 
October after two men 
broke into a property in 
Silverknowes Midway and 
demanded car keys to a 
BMW 1 series.   

The occupants were shaken 
but not injured, according to 
the Edinburgh Reporter 

Edinburgh High Court heard 
how a gang war 'footsoldier' 
used a metal detector to 
find pistol hidden near 

Roseburn cycle path at St 
Georges school. The man 
was arrested as part of 
Operation Portaledge and 
pleaded guilty to being 
involved in organised crime.  
Sentencing to take place 
very soon according to STV 

The number 13 bus running 
through Blackhall between 
Craigleith Retail Park and 
Lochend is at risk because of 
timetable reliability issues.  
In a Report to the Councils’ 
Transport Committee, 
operator McGills said if  
obstructions from parked 
cars can’t be resolved, they 
may have to reduce the 
service. 

The City of Edinburgh Music 
School held an open doors 
event to find young, gifted 
musicians interested in a full
-time musical education. 

The school is a national 
centre of excellence for 4-
18yr olds, based between 
Broughton High School and 
Flora Stevenson Primary in 
Comely Bank.  Entry is by 
audition for students to 
demonstrate above average 
ability on any instrument/
voice, with all instruments 
and differing styles of music 
considered. 
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News  

 

One of the biggest, and continuing, stories is 
the proposed £3Bil tram extension and the 
route it might take along the Roseburn Path.  
Herald Scotland, alone, had 4 articles in close 
succession - 
 

“Save the Roseburn Path. Why campaigners are fighting tram route.” 
“I helped save Edinburgh’s disastrous tram project - here’s what city should do now” by 
Labour’s ex Transport Convener Lesley Hinds who is in support 
“Why huge extension is needed and where it could go.” 
“Main reasons people are objecting to the trams.”. 

Remembrance Sunday on 9th 
November saw services across 
the city remember the service 
and sacrifice of all those that 
have defended our freedoms and 
protected our way of life.  Rev 
Julia Cato from Cramond Kirk 
presided over the Davidsons 
Mains War Memorial where 
wreaths were laid. 
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 Scottish election 2026 

One of the most effective paths 
to a productive life is having a 
good job and I want to do what I 
can to make sure current 
residents of Edinburgh Northern, 
and those who move into the 
huge number of houses planned, 
have the opportunity to earn a 
good living.  This means well paid 
jobs and less tax. 

The leader of the Scottish 
Conservatives (Russel Findlay) recently 
published a plan for the economy and 
Edinburgh Northern could benefit 
directly from our proposals. 

We will oppose tax rises. Scotland’s 
tax burden on individuals and 
businesses is already too high and 
those earning more than £30,300 pay 
more income tax than the rest of UK. 

Introduce Regeneration Relief so areas 
with little economic activity could 
qualify for discounted Business Rates 

and attract shops or jobs to support 
new homes in Edinburgh Northern. 

Attract businesses to the area by 
guaranteeing incentives for retail, 
hospitality and leisure businesses.  
We can build on the success of local 
facilities from World of Football or 
Access Parkour and encourage more 
restaurants and cafes to help service 
the new homes in the area. 

 

A new plan to put the economy first. 

Christopher Cowdy 
is standing for 
Edinburgh Northern 
at the Scottish 
Elections  
in May 2026 
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City Plan Spatial strategy 
Major new 

development areas 

End the ‘woke’ mandates of business agencies 
and instead have a singular focus on Growth. Many 
Scottish Government business agencies want to use 
funding for diversity and inclusion or to prioritise net 
zero above economic productivity.  We would end this 
culture so funding is used only to grow Scotland’s 
economy and attract high skilled, well paid jobs to join 
the likes of Leonardo and BAE systems who already 
benefit from the talented workforce in Edinburgh 
Northern. 
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Every month we publish a selection of things to do in the local area.  This is usually found as a 
result of an online search and we may not have had time to verify all details are correct but 
we try to set out a good spread of interesting activities and local organisations. So if you see 

Gallery of Modern Art - Modern One 

Resistance 

Daily until 4th Jan, 10am - 5pm 

Conceived by acclaimed artist and filmmaker, Steve McQueen, Resistance explores how 
acts of protest have shaped life in the UK and the powerful role of photography in 
documenting and driving change. Drawing from diverse public archives and personal 
collections, these photographs testify to the importance of the camera bearing witness.    

Blackhall St Columba 

Nativity Trail & Christmas Tree Festival 

Thur 18th Dec 5-7pm & Fri 19th, 4-7pm  

The second community Nativity Trail has some 
changes to make it even better than before.  An 
interactive exploration of the Greatest Story Ever 
Told using the church itself and all its halls and 
buildings. Follow the star and discover the 
shepherds, King Herod and some busy innkeepers until you finally reach the stable 
with Mary and Joseph and discover the most wonderful gift we have ever been given. 

There will also be a Christmas Nativity Escape Room for older children (and maybe 
more advanced for the adults!)  Christmas treats, teas, coffees and juice in the 
sanctuary and all our little visitors can enjoy the craft area before taking home a small 
gift.  

Last year saw 300 through the doors in one day so, Go! enjoy the fun. 
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something of interest and want to join in, please do some of your own research and contact 
the organisation in plenty of time to make sure the event is still on and the details are 
accurate. 

Lauriston Agroecology Farm 

Drop–in Gardening 

There’s a good mix of tasks, so you can choose something that suits your health and 
energy on the day. You don’t need experience or special gear but t’s all outdoors, so 
dress for the weather and wear scruffy shoes. Tools and gardening gloves supplied. 

Lauriston Castle 

A Family Edwardian Christmas at Lauriston Castle 

Sunday 14th December, 12:30pm (check availability online) 

An annual Christmas event where you can capture the magic of Christmas past. 
Lose the commercialism surrounding Christmas and get back to basics. With crafts, 
stories, and special tours. Have fun with the trail in our gardens. Includes a 
traditional magic lantern show. with Christmas treats. 
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Craigleith Blackhall Community Council 

 

 

 

Community Councils are set up by statute and run by local residents to act on behalf of its 
area.  As the most local tier of elected representation it plays an important role in local 
democracy and the volunteers are always keen to hear from other residents about local 
issues and concerns.    

Meetings are usually at 7:30pm on the third Monday of the month, in Blackhall St 
Columba’s Church Small Hall, Queensferry Road. 

They are always open to the public and are attended by Inverleith and Murrayfield Ward 
Councillors and Police Scotland.  A ll local residents are welcome to attend.   

Next meeting: 15th December 

For more info:  

Visit: www.craigleithblackhall.org    Email: sec.cbcc@gmail.com 

 Community council 
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 A summary of the Minutes from the  

October meeting. 

20 in attendance 
 

Police Report –  PC Paul Gunderson 
156 calls - 2 garage break-ins with cycles stolen - a drink driver arrested, 2 reported for 
careless driving, & 3 without insurance so vehicles seized. - Eggs thrown at vehicles on 
Hillhouse Rd and Crewe Rd South, youths in possession of fireworks - Op Crackle  for 
Halloween and bonfire night included dispersal zones in the north-west - An abandoned 
caravan removed following 2yr Police intervention - Social media is encouraging individuals to 
try car doors and flat doors to establish whether any have been left unlocked. 

Tram Extension Consultation 
Following discussion at the September meeting, a draft of the Community Council’s 
comments had been circulated.   Concerns about the £2.9Bil cost were again aired as was the 
absence of funding.  Despite the existing tram line being well used, it is financially non viable 
and an extension could add to financial burden.   Alternative solutions should be investigated 
for better value e.g. bus rapid transit or lighter weight trams, without a major environmental 
impact on the Roseburn Path.  

Craigleith Tunnel 
Options considered including closure & improvements to be implemented by March 2026 to 
reduce traffic speed, improve sight lines and an better matrix warning for a safer pedestrian 
route but no solution will be absolutely safe. 

Ward Councillor Reports 
Strachan Road pedestrian lights crossing  

Groathill Road South tunnel - rumble strips to be installed to assess traffic volumes.   

Blackhall Primary School area - measures being considered including a pedestrian crossing 
and improvements to Ravelston Dykes Road / Craigcrook Road junction.  

No 13 bus -  delays are due to inconsiderate parking.   

Blackhall Library - a temporary library at Davidson’s Mains Primary 
School is being installed.   

AOCB 
Maidencraig Steps in poor condition and 2 residents had fallen - 
Blackhall Dip Christmas Tree - the community council agreed to fund 
the tree and lights again. 
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Through the doors of 10,000 homes 

Basic rates to 5,000 homes are: 

Quarter Page = £70 
Half Page = £120 
Full Page = £200 

Call Christopher on 07979530447 

Email christopher@ehdirect.co.uk 

Visit www.ehdirect.co.uk 

The most effective 
way to promote your 
organisation in the 

area: 

Barnton magazine  & 

Blackhall magazine 
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30 Property      On the market  

2 of the smallest 

  

  Ravelston Dykes Road 
4 beds, 3 baths  - 2,183 Sq.ft. 

Rettie 
Offers Over £795,000 

• Substantial building plot 
• Planning permission for a detached 5,000 

sq ft.  House 
• Cleared house 

• Requires significant modernisation,  

• 4 beds & attic with development potential. 
Designs for transformation to:  

• Open-plan kitchen, dining, lounge 

• 5 Beds, Utility room, WC & main bathroom 

• Double garage 

McEwan Fraser Legal 
Offers Over £849,999 

12 Ravelston House Road 
4 beds, 2 baths  - 1,927 Sq.ft. 

2 of the Largest 

  

  

Fixed Price £180,000 

Clancy 

13 Quality Street Lane 
1 bed lower villa - 549 Sq.ft. 

204 Queensferry Road 
1 bed, Main door flat - 452 Sq.ft. 

Offers Over £165,000 
Connor Malcolm 
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Righmove.com produce maps showing 
some house prices and I count 7 in our 
distribution area that sold for over £1Mil 
in the last year (darkest brown circles) 
along with 8 that sold for less than 
£200,000 (lightest yellow circles)  The 
remainder were all “mid level”. 

Some of the properties on the 
market at the time of sending to 
print (according to Right-
move.com) 

£1,756,000 - 9th Oct 2023 

£160,000 - 29th June 2024 

£70,000 - 15th May 2024 

£1,650,000 - 23rd Jan 2024 

 

Property   



32 

christopher@ehdirect.co.uk 



christopher@ehdirect.co.uk 

Www.ehdirecT.co.uk    33 



Term Dates 

christopher@ehdirect.co.uk 

34 School info 

Holidays 

2025/26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Term 3 (45 days): Tue 22nd April - 
Thur 26th June 

Autumn Term 1 (86 days): Wed 13th Aug - 
Fri 19th Dec 

Spring Term 2 (58 days): Mon 5th Jan - Thur 
2nd April 

Total: 189 

 

7th Apr - 21st Apr (11 days) 

5th & 6th May (2 days) 

19th May (1 day) 

27th June - 12th Aug (33 days) 

15th Sep (1 day) 

13th - 17th Oct (5 days) 

22nd Dec - 2nd Jan (10 days) 

16th - 20th Feb (5 days) 

Total: 68 days 

2025/26 

Dec 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 
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For years I presented puzzles from the MENSA but thought it was 
time for a bit of a change, so here is a selection of slightly different 
puzzles to tease your brain. 

Last month’s answers: 
Q1: Antelope, Juvenile, Repeated, Snowball, Estimate 
Q2: More Hours in 10 years (87,600) than Secs in a day (86,400) 
Q3: Too many cooks spoil the broth 

If it takes 5 elves 5 minutes to make 5 dolls, how long 
would it take 100 elves to make 100 dolls?  

 

Two mums and 2 daughters went out for Christmas dinner 
each ate one portion, yet only three portions were eaten in 
total. How is this possible? 

 

As a Christmas gift, parents buy 16 computer games for their 3 
children. The youngest gets 1/8 of the games, the middle child 
gets 1/4 of the games and the oldest gets 1/2 of the games. 
How many games does each child receive and how many do 
the parents keep? 
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UTILITIES  

Electricity 0800 092 9290 

Gas leak 0800 111 999 

Scottish Water 0800 0778 778 

TRAVEL  

Lothian Buses 555 6363 

Traveline 0871 200 2233 

Airport 0844 448 8833 

COUNCIL  

Cleansing & Uplifts 608 1100 

Stair lighting 529 5757 

Trading Standards 529 3030 

Pest Control 529 3030 

Blackhall Library 529 5595 

SCHOOLS  

Clermiston Primary 336 3361 

Cramond Primary 312 6450 

Royal High School 336 2261 

Stew Mel 311 1000 

St Andrew’s Fox Covert 339 2383 

St Augustine’s 334 6801 

Mary Erskine 347 5700 

HEALTH  

Western General 537 1000 

Minor injuries 537 1330 

Royal Infirmir 536 1000 

Sick Kids 536 0000 

Childline 0800 1111 

Parentline 08000 28 22 33  

Cramond Surgery 336 5432 

Parkgrove Surgery 312 6600 

Barnton Pharmacy 339 3449 

Omnicare chemist 336 2861 

NHS 24 111 

Useful Numbers  



 


