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The weather has seen some 
extremes with heatwaves 
followed by torrential rain.  
Changeable weather is 
certainly no stranger to 
Edinburgh and we appear to 
resilience by just getting on 
with life as nature throws it 
best at us.  As such, our local 
News items this month 
continues to reflect a lot of 
outdoor activity (admittedly 
some of these items are now 
a month ago) We have 
football matches, a charity 
bike ride, beach going, golf, a 
proposed walking route and a 
suspicious item that may have 
been an explosive device. 

On a more relevant note, I am 
sad to have to warn that the 
next issue of Duddingston 
magazine will be in November 
when the weather is almost 
certainly to have changed 
dramatically and many of you 
should be thinking of 
preparing your gardens for 
winter. If in doubt then why 
not ask our gardening experts 

to help )Page 21) and while 
you are there you might also 
want to have your roof 
checked out by one of our 
roofers. 

For some the change in 
weather may bring with it a 
general gloom.  If you are 
affected by this or feel you 
may benefit from counselling 
of any kind then I am 
delighted to introduce 
Baileyfield Counsellors (Page 
25) who are new advertisers  
and who help develop our 
ethos of helping community 
resilience. 

Community resilience 
continues with another 
election on 3rd September - 
take a look at the News on 
page 7 for more info as local 
Councillor Tim Jones helps a 
budding new candidate learn 
the ropes. 

Ben Cowdy 

Editor 

Sept 2026 
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Guide Dogs is seeking volunteers to raise a 
puppy for a year 
Puppy walkers start puppies on their journey to 

fully-fledged guide dogs, caring for them until they 

are ready for training school.  Like all puppies, they 

start off as little bundles of fluff and mischief and 

you get to see them 

develop and grow.  

Volunteers teach basic 

obedience and 

socialise them while 

Guide Dogs covers all 

feeding and vet costs.  

The puppy will 

normally be placed at 7 weeks old and will leave for 

formal training at 12-14 months. It is still possible to 

become a puppy walker even if you have a pet dog. 

To find out more, call Emma Murton on 0345 143 

0203 or visit www.guidedogs.org.uk/volunteering. 
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Restalrig Avenue, between 
Loganlea Ave & Drive was 
closed due to a possible 
suspicious item but re-
opened after Emergency 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
(EOD) made safe the item 
safe. A number of properties 
were evacuated as a 

precaution but no injuries 
were reported.  The public is 
thanked for their patience. - 
PoliceScotland 

I read an Edinburgh News 
article about a trial 7-7-7 bus 
lanes route from Greenside 
to Duddingston for 18 months 

starting in October.   

An Edinburgh mum found 
volunteering as a gardener 
(including at Jock Tamson’s 
Gairden in Duddingston) gave 
strength to support her 
daughter through cancer 
treatment.  Debs Reid then 

decided to combine it all into 
a fundraising challenge, 
cycling a total of 392 miles 
between 60 different gardens 
across Scotland to raise 
money for Teenage Cancer 
Trust. The trip started  from 
Tarland Community Garden in 
Aberdeenshire and ending at 
Jock Tamsons Gairden.  All 
this reported on 
EdinburghLive.co.uk 

Willowbrae residents were 
furious after their community 
was 'invaded' by motorists 
attending the Edinburgh 
International Cup football 
tournament last month 
reported EdinburghLive.  Cars 
could be seen parking on the 
grass along Meadowfield 
Drive with several roads in the 
area impacted by motorists 
mounting pavements and 
leaving their cars to attend 
the tournament. 

Time-Out magazine named 
Porty Beach as No 4 on its list 
of  “Best beaches near 
Edinburgh” saying - The 
traditional seaside town 
draws in huge crowds on a 
sunny day, and it's easy to see 

why; with over 2km of golden 
sands, a lengthy promenade, 
amusement arcades and even 
Turkish Baths to explore, 
there's definitely something 
to keep everyone happy if the 
water gets a little nippy 

Duddingston Golf Club 
unveiled an initiative to 
attract more women 

according to The Herald 
Scotland. The programme will 
build on an established ladies’ 
section with assistant 
Professional Katie Graham 
and Club Captain Pauline 
Davie. 

Here is a summary of some of the main articles reported by a range of media outlets and 
posted on our Facebook Page that relate to our local area including Duddingston, Brunstane, 
Portobello & Willowbrae. 

https://www.edinburghlive.co.uk/all-about/traffic-and-travel
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A readers’ letter to Edinburgh 
News highlighted a proposal 
to create a “Pentlands to 
Porty” pathway through 
Fairmilehead, Burdiehouse, 
Moredun, Gilmerton, Niddrie 
and Craigmillar and all the way 
to Joppa where it could meet 
the Portobello coastal 
cycleway and link up to the 
city’s entire waterfront.  

 

(Maps from Edinburgh & 
Lothians Greenspace Trust) 

It could in theory create a 
triangular route that would 
include the Water of Leith 
Walkway. That route would 
be around 25-30 miles and 
would include some of the 
finest green space and 
views in Scotland.  

The recent Scottish election saw 
Portobello Councillor Kate Campbell 
elected to the Scottish Parliament 
so a by-election has been called  for 
3rd September to replace her on the 
Council.  Haris Young has been 
selected to stand for the 
Conservatives and is pictured here 
in the foreground, with the ever 
popular serving Conservative 
Councillor - Tim Jones, on 
Portobello promenade. 
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GRAHAM SWINTON 
TILING 

SPECIALISING IN: 

• Ceramic, Porcelain or Natural Stone 

• Walls & Floors 

• Kitchen, Bathroom & Conservatory 

 

A professional service with excellent 
workmanship and attention to detail no 

matter how big or small the job is. 

For a FREE quote or advice call: 

Graham  
07507485228 or 0131 669 2232 

 

42 Coillesdene Crescent, Joppa 

F a m i l y  b u s i n e s s  
E s t a b l i s h e d  1 9 8 6  

 

A l l  a s p e c t s  o f  p l a s t e r i n g  t o  w a l l s  
a n d  c e i l i n g s  

R e p a i r s  t o  c o m p l e t e  m a k e - o v e r s  

A l l  c e m e n t  w o r k s  c a r r i e d  o u t  

 

C a l l  D e n i s  

M o b :  0 7 7 2  9 1 0  9 7 8 4  

 

1 5  L a d y  N a i r n e  C r e s c e n t  
Y a r d  a t  B a r o n s c o u r t  T e r r a c e  

EDINBURGH 
 P L A S T E R I N G  &  T I L I N G  
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Everyone's Welcome at Our Community Café 

 ☕ Join us for coffee, conversation, and community 

Open Tuesday to Friday, 10:00am – 3:00pm 
Looking for a friendly place to enjoy great coffee, homemade cakes, warming soup, and 
delicious toasties? Come along to our Community Café, where everyone is welcome. 

Every visit helps support blind and partially sighted people across Scotland. By choosing our 
café, you're helping us continue vital work that enables people with visual impairments to live 
independently, confidently, and fully in their communities. 

What you'll find: 

• Fresh coffee, tea, cakes, soups, and toasties 

• A warm and welcoming atmosphere 

• Opportunities to meet new people and connect with your community 

• Information about visual impairment and the experiences of blind & partially sighted people 
A chance to learn how you can make your community more inclusive 

Interested in Volunteering? 
We're always delighted to hear from people who would like to get involved. Whether you can 
spare a few hours a week or are looking to develop new skills, volunteering with us is a 
rewarding way to support your local community and make a real difference. 

We look forward to welcoming you 
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 community council 

Next meeting on 8th Sept at 7pm, 
in Northfield Community Centre. 

For more info: 

Facebook: @nandwcc 
Web: www.northfieldandwillowbrae.org.uk 
secretary@northfieldandwillowbrae.org.uk 

Edited Minutes from the July meeting: 

Police Report: reports of youth Anti-Social 
Behaviour in Treverlen, Figgate Park & 
surrounds. 6 youths charged with 2 E-
Scooters & 2 bike seized.  Reports of drug 
dealing. Uptake in housebreaking, vehicle & 
bike theft. 

Planning update: 5 applications of interest. 
Objected to 3 Short Term Lets. Response to 
proposed hotel development at Northfield 
Drive/Willowbrae Road. An application for a 2
-story mixed use development was submitted 
for the adjacent site.  The development at 
Jock’s Lodge is slow and no progress on the 
site at St Margaret’s. 

Local Place Plan: Responses from Porty 
Action, MCAN and the Duddingston 

Conservation Society. 

Community & Environment Fair 2026: Grant 
application to be made & on track with steady 
bookings from stall holders. 

Any other business: Grant applications with 
CEC Small Community Grants Scheme for 
mobile Local Heritage display boards, 
Baronscourt Park Memorial Bench with 
plaque in memory of Dave Armstrong, and 
Royal High Primary’s nursery garden activities. 
2 applications related to street tree 
replacements on perimeter of Royal High 
Playing fields and at Piershill Squares. 

Public Forum: How many comments for the 
hotel development were from local people. 
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07368641572  
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• Driveways & paths 

• Patios & steps 

• Decking 

• Walls & fences 

• Basements 

FREE ESTIMATES 

07974178124 
Brian@revivepressureclean.co.uk  

www.revivepressureclean.co.uk 

mailto:Brian@revivepressureclean.co.uk
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We scour the internet for interesting things that you could do or see locally and list them here. 

Dr Neil’s Garden 

Worshop: Botanical Embroidery 

Sat 19th & Sun 20th Sep, 1-5pm 
Join this botanical embroidery class for a relaxing afternoon in the Garden where you will 
create a beautiful botanically inspired piece of embroidery. During the workshop, you will 
master colour blending and learn how to use different stitches to create depth and realism 
while bringing botanical details to life with vibrant textures. 

Everything you need will be set up and waiting for you and no experience is necessary, so 
just show up and switch off! 

For more info search online: Botanical Embroidery Dr Neil’s Garden 

Organised by Northfield Willowbrae Community Council 

Northfield Community Centre 

Northfiled and Willowbrae Community Environment Fair 

Sat 19th Sept, noon - 4pm 
An afternoon of fun with displays and activities from local Environment Groups, music, 
local artisans, Raffle, Plants, Tombola, Games, Crafts, Face painting, FIRE ENGINE & more! 
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If you know of a local community event to promote, drop us a line. 

Duddingston Golf Club 

A Country evening with Frankie & Kelly 

Sat 26th Sep, 18:30 til late 
Search Facebook online or email jasmin@greenscatering1.co.uk for tickets 

The Field Duddingston 

Field Work Day 

Sat 12th Sep, 10am - 4pm 
The Field is on the slopes of Arthur’s Seat 
just above Duddingston Village. Work by 
local people and volunteers from further 
afield has resulted in the creation of a 
diverse habitat to include semi-natural 
woodland, herb-rich meadow and wetland 
as well as an orchard, willow bed and tree 
nursery. 

Explore or wander the paths , test the 

benches, enjoy the different views, notice 
the varieties of flowers and grasses, find 
and walk the labyrinth.   Families (including 
dogs!) are welcome but keep your dog 
leashed near the hens.   

Volunteers are welcome at our regular 
workdays which take place on the second 
Saturday of the month (see below). 

 

More info:: 
www.thefieldduddingston.wordpress.com 
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18 School Dates 

Holidays 

2026/27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 1 (86 days): Aug, Sep, Oct, Nov & Dec 

Term 2 (56 days): Jan, Feb & Mar 

Term 3 (48 days): April, May & June 

 

Total: 190 

 

 

 

Total: 74 days 

2026/27 

Sep - 1 day Oct - 6 days Dec - 9 day 

Jan - 3 days Feb - 5 days Mar - 2 days 

Apr - 10 May - 3 June - 1 days 

Jul - 22 Aug - 12  
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Brunstane PS - 669 4498 
Brunstaneps.com 
admin@brunstane.edin.sch.uk  
@BrunstanePS 
Facebook 
 
The Royal High PS - 669 3200 
Royalhigh-pri.org 
admin@royalhigh-pri.edin.sch.uk 
rhpsparents@gmail.com 

St John’s RC PS - 669 1363 
Stjohnsportobello.com 
admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk  
@Porty_StJs  
Facebook 

St Ninians RC PS - 661 3431 
st-ninians.edin.sch.uk 
admin@st-ninians.edin.sch.uk 
@StNiniansRCPS  
Facebook 

Parsons Green PS - 661 4459 
Parsonsgreenprimaryschool.co.uk 
admin@parsonsgreen.edin.sch.uk 
 
 
Duddingston PS - 669 5092 
duddingstonprimaryschool.wordpress.com 
admin@duddingston.edin.sch.uk 
Twitter:  @DuddingstonPS 

Portobello HS - 669 2324 
Portobellohighschool.org.uk 
admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk 
@portobellohigh 
Private Facebook group 

Holy Rood RC HS - 661 5871 
Holyroodhighschool.co.uk 
@holyroodRCHigh  

Distribution of Duddingston magazine covers 6 Primary school and 2 High School catchments.  
I have given contact details for each including Phone number and websites, email, Twitter plus 
where they have a Facebook Page.  There is a whole range of info available on their online 
Pages but let me know if you think any else specific should be mentioned here. 

Non-Denom Primaries 
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22 property 

2 of the smallest 

9 Duddingston Park 

Offers over: £700,000 
McEwan Fraser 

• 3 bed semi-detached Victorian Villa 
• 3 public rooms 
• 1 en-suite shower + Family bathroom. 
• Period detailing and room proportions. 
• Would benefit from upgrading/modernise. 
• Front garden & garage  

On the local market  

33/3 Christian Crescent 
1 bed, 1st floor flat - 455 Sqft 

Offers Over £125,000 
Garden Stirling Burnet Solicitors 

Offers Over £138,000 
Let Property Sales & Management 

3/3 Christian Grove 
2 bed, let flat @ £8,400 p.a. - 667 Sqft 

Offers over: £710,000 
Mov8 

• 4 bedroom detached house 

• 3 bathrooms 

• Loft storage 

• Dual aspect gardens with synthetic lawn 

Meadowfield Terrace 
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£750,000 Nov 2024 

£123,000 Feb 2025 

Rightmove.com produce maps of house prices and I count 1 in our area for over £1Mil in 
the last year (darkest brown circles) and 28 for less than £200k (lightest yellow circles)  
The remainder were all “mid level”. 

Some of the properties on the 
market at the time of sending to 
print (according to Right-
move.com) 
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 piershill Library   

 

Opening Hours: 
Mon       1pm - 8pm 
Tue/Thur/Fri/Sat 10am - 5pm 
Wed     1pm - 8pm 

Without booking you can: 
- browse, borrow & return books 
- pick up free period products 

You need to book a slot to: 
- use a public computer and print 
- use a study space 
- get a National Entitlement Card (bus pass) 
- collect hearing aid batteries. 

Photocopying is also available with assistance. 

 
 
 

Bookbug - Every Wednesday, 2-2:30pm in the 
children's area. 

Storytime - Every Friday, 10.30-11:30am 

Lego Club or Craft Club, alternating every 
other Saturday from 11am 

Shared Reading Group - Last Wednesday of 
the month, 6-7pm 

Knitting Group - Every Saturday, 2-4pm 

piershill.library@edinburgh.gov.uk 
Tel: 0131 529 5686 

Facebook: @PiershillLibrary 
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If your business or 
organisation want 

to get a message to 
10,000 homes; 

Duddingston  

&  

Portobello 
magazines are for 

you. 

 

Basic rates (Excl. VAT)  to 5,000 homes 
are: 

Quarter Page = £70 
Half Page = £120 
Full Page = £200 

Call Christopher on 07979530447 

Or email: 
christopher@ehdirect.co.uk 

Or visit our website for more information: 
www.ehdirect.co.uk 
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Q3: How long should the fastest journey take?  
(For a bonus point - How long does it actually take?) 

Last month’s answers: 
What are the Parks? 
A: Joppa Quarry 
B: Bingham 
C: Baronscourt Park 

 

 

Q2: What do Edinburgh Buses 
consider the fastest route from this Stop to 
2 Waterloo Place?  
(for a bonus point: why do I choose this 
destination address?) 

Q1: What is the name of this bus stop? 

Mostly the Puzzle page hosts Brainteasers but I like to change things around from 
time to time.  Last 2 months have been bus stop related and this month continues 
the theme. 



christopher@ehdirect.co.uk 

31 

SCHOOLS  

Towerbank Primary 669 1551 

Craigentinny Primary 661 2749 

Brunstane Primary 669 4498 

Newcraighall Primary 669 3598 

St Ninians RC Primary 661 3431 

St Johns RC Primary 669 1363 

Portobello High 669 2324 

Holy Rood RC High 661 5871 

HEALTH  

Royal Infirmary & Sick Kids 536 1000 

Childline 0800 1111 

Children First 08000 28 22 33  

Portobello Surgery 669 8406 

Milton Surgery 549 7300 

Well Edinburgh, Craigentinny 661 2523 

Lindsay & Gilmour, High St 669 4331 

Wooton Pharmacy, High St 669 3100 

Boots, Porty High St 669 1883 

UTILITIES  

Electricity 0345 270 0700 

Gas leak 0345 058 0002 

Scottish Water 0800 0778 778 

 

TRAVEL  

Lothian Buses 0131 555 6363 

Traveline 0871 200 2233 

Airport 0131 357 6337 

 

COUNCIL  

Customer Service 0131 200 2000 

Pest Control 666 2623 

Blackhall Library 529 5595 

 Useful INFORMATION  



 

 


